December 9, 2018
Today’s Lesson:  More Than Thanks!
From Mike:
	“It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” or so the song says.  Sometimes we let the stress of shopping, planning, changing schedules, and meeting everyone’s expectations turn it into an endurance race, but...when we slow down, spend time with loved ones and enjoy the spirit of giving...it really is pretty wonderful.  Memories will be made and the bonds of family and friends will be stronger—and, if we didn’t get too distracted—we may even be a little closer to the One we are celebrating.
	Today we look at the last Flame Builder that Paul challenges us to have in 1 Thessalonians 5 before he warns us to not “quench the Spirit’s fire” in verse 19.  Did he—did we—save the best for last? I’m not sure you can call it the best, but it certainly is incredibly important.  In fact, like I said about prayer last Sunday, this is AN ESSENTIAL part of our walk with God.  What do I mean by “essential”?  I mean that without it, we have no relationship with God!  What is surprising to me is that most of us don’t think of it as essential.  We tack the word essential onto every doctrine we think we have correctly understood and interpreted from scripture, which is really a way of saying we’re right and you’re wrong if you don’t agree with our conclusion!  Yet there are things that are so fundamental and so integral to our faith that we treat like options or extra-curricular activities.  Things like love! Even when Paul clearly points out that without it—everything we do is a waste of time!
	Today we are looking at something that we MUST confront, recognize its essentiality, and then make the decision to do it!  Like love, without it, our religion becomes meaningless and empty.
***********************************
	If you would like to receive my new weekly devotional newsletter, Manna To Go, simply go to my website at mikerootbooks.com and sign up when the pop-up appears.  It is an email devotion that will come once a week. Get a free book too! 
 

 
 
 

